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TURSDAY, AUGUST 20, 1940 


(FOR BROADCAST USE ONLY) 


Hoject: "“QJESTIONS AND ANSWERS." Information from the Bureau of Plant Industry, 
J. S. Department of Agriculture, 


--00000-- 

Today more questions come out of the mailbag for answers from the scientists 

the U. S. Department of Agriculture. 

The first question is about mushrooms. A housewife writes: "We have a lot 
of mushrooms growing in our back pasture. I'd like to use these wild mushrooms for 
food if I knew they were good to eat. How can I tell which mushrooms are poisonous?" 
The only way to tell the difference between poisonous and edible mushrooms 
is to make a careful study and learn the characteristics of the different kinds by 
Sight. The scientists say there is no simple test for poisonous mushrooms any more 
than for poisonous plants. You mist recognize these different varietics as you 
fecognize the difference between peas and beans and poison ivy and water Viemlock, 
for example. 

You may have heard that you can "test" mushrooms with a silver spoon or a 
dime. Some people believe if silver turns dark when ccoked in water with mushroons, 
the nushroons are poisonous. If a dime or silver spoon does not discolor, the 
mushroons are safe to eat. The scientists say this is a false test. One of the 
nost deadly nushroons (the Amanita phalloides) will not discolor silver when the 
mushroom is fresh. The "silver test" is only good for showing whether nushroons have 
begun to decompose. You can't tell poisomus nushroons by taste either — and 
tasting may be very dangerous. The very poisonous Ananita nushroon is pleasant 
enough in flavor. On the other hand, some edible nushroons have a bitter or acrid 


taste when raw but are good after cooking. 
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The only way to be safe about mushrooms is to recognize at sight each kind 


13 eat, and never eat any you aren't sure of. 

Speaking of poisonous growing things reminds me of a question about poison 
- A letter says: "A number of people have told me that eating poison ivy leaves 
111 make you immune to poisoning, Will you tell me whether this is true?" 
Plant scicntists say eating poison ivy leaves may produce a very serious 
joisoning. If you suffer from poison ivy, ask your physician to help you. Don't 
iry any dangerous and unreliable ways to make yourself immune. 
Now for some questions from flower-gardeners, The first gardener asks about 
planting peonies,. 
Early fall is the time scientists recommend for planting peonies. Get the 


roots in early in the fall so they can establish themselves well before freezing 


weather, 

4 | Here are sone points to remember about peonies. Most important: Don't 

Hent then too deep. Deep planting often means no flowers. Plant so that the buds 
& eyes come 1 to 2 inches below the surface of the ground. If you bury the buds 

in even 3 or 4 inches of soil you may have no flowers next summer. 

Peonies are hearty feeders and thrive on rich soil. So prepare the ground 


before you plant with well-rotted manure or rich compost. But take care not to let 


any Manure touch the roots. Next spring work bone meal into the ground around the 


Ne 
Plants and when they start to bud give them some liquid manure. 


Be sure to dig the hole large enough for the peony roots to spread. Then 


Press the soil firnly around the roots. Leave at least 4 feet between plants unless 


you are using dwarf peonies. 
Several gardeners have written this week to ask what to do about a dirty- 
White powdery growth on the leaves of flowering plants. Qne gardener says the 


leaves of her chrysanthenums and asters have grayish-white noldy~looking patches on 


- Ze 


en every year in late summer. Another gardener complains of the sane trouble on 


‘her rose and lilac bushes. 


Plant scientists say this gray-white powdery coating on leaves is a fungus 


isease. They call it"nowdery mildew! It lives on leaves and weakens the plant. 
ten it nakes leaves turn yellow and droop and fall. It thrives in damp, shady, 
ose places. It grows on wild plants as well as garden flowers and is very likely 
9 attack late in the sunner,. 

One reason powdery nildew attacks late in the summer is that plants have 
topped their active growth and have less resistance. Very often mildew sets in 
fter plants have become weak from extreme heat, or drougnt, or poor soile 

Another reason for nildew in late swmer is the heavy dews and fogsy nornings 
hat often cone at this season and provide the extra moisture nildew needs. 

Mildew thrives in shady damp garden places or even in the sun where dense 
rowth, or a wall, or hedge cuts off circulation of air. Weeds also encourage 


Mildew by cutting off air and shading plants, and by using up the food and water in 


"the soil that keeps plants strong. If plants continually show nildew, the soil they 
ay 


grow in may be poorly drained, or they nay have too much shade, and too Little ais, 
| Ordinarily good well-drained soil, plenty of air and light, anda frequent clean-up 
of weeds and fallen leaves will keep down nildew. 


us When mildew first appears, 2 good renedy is dusting sulphur applied to the 
leaves with a dust-gun, or a sulphur spray. You can even shake the sulphur dust on 
fron a cheesecloth bag, but this isn’t as good as a dust-gun which can reach both 
ides of the leaves. 


i; 
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§ 
2 The best tine to get out your dust—gun and go out to shoot sulphur is in the 


“late afternoon when the air is still and becoming cool. 


tL 


The Departnent of Agriculture has a leaflet for gardeners giving full inforne 

tion on powdery nildew. You are welcome to a free copy of this leaflet as lcnz as 

she supply lasts. Write to the U. S. Department of Agriculture for Leaflet ahoheg 

“Called "Powdery Mildew of Ornamental Plants." Let me repeat that offer: All garden 

la troubled with powdery mildew on flowering plants send a post-card to the Ue ies 

oot of Agriculture, Washington, D. 6., for Leaflet 197, "Powdery Mildew of 
Ornanental Plants." 


That's all the garden questions today. More of your questions will be up for 
answers from the scientists next week. 
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